
 
 

The King’s Foundation is a UK based Christian organization that has been working in Botswana since 2002 and has had 
full time coordinators working in Gaborone and in Francistown since the start of 2005. As an organization our mission is to 
develop children through sport. More specifically our objective is to see lives transformed through changing the direction of 
individuals, communities and societies in body, mind and spirit. For further information: http://botswana.kingsfoundation.org   
 
 

I Am Special Education Society is a non-profit welfare 
organisation based in Tlokweng, just outside Gaborone.  They 
empower those whom learn differently by providing education for 
children with a wide variety of special needs. Among these are 
Down’s Syndrome Children, Autistic children, and those with 
ADD, severe Dyslexia and Epilepsy. Many contend with multiple 
disabilities and each has individual special educational and 
developmental needs. The centre was started in 2002 because 
children with learning difficulties and other special needs have 
limited options for education in Botswana.  Families and schools 
receive little governmental support, and many children with 
special needs do not attend school at all. The centre is open to 
students between the ages of 2 and 30 and there are currently 19 
students at the centre, 17 boys and 2 girls.  
 

The King’s Foundation has been going to the Centre every Wednesday of each week on a volunteer basis. The children have not 
only improved at sport but the weekly activities have resulted in improved communication skills, comprehension, problem solving 
ability and memory. A definite highlight for King’s came towards the end of June when I Am Special students prepared to 
compete in an athletics competition. Ruth Deaville (Gaborone Coordinator) arranged for special training sessions at the University 
of Botswana Stadium and for Bobby Gaseitsiwe (Botswana National Athletics Coach) to assist the students.  
 
 
This past month The King’s Foundation conducted their first 

National Sports Leadership Conference. One 
hundred plus delegates from around Botswana and neighbouring 
countries converged on Maru-a-Pula School 20th-23rd August. 
Sessions ran all day with sport specific sessions in the morning, 
classroom style workshops in the afternoon, team challenges / 
competitions in the evenings and laid back group sessions after 
supper. Participants ate and slept at the host school so by the end 
of the 4-day conference many new relationships had been formed.  
 

Everything came to a 
close with a police 
escorted march to the 
National Stadium, 
final team competitions and a final awards ceremony. Along with certificates for 
completing the conference The King’s Foundation recognized groups and individuals 

involved in sports outreach with their first Annual National Awards 
ceremony. Rothe Kids Club was awarded P1000 for their outstanding work with 
children in disadvantaged communities in Francistown. Botswana National Sports 
Council Development Manager Seitshiro Matlala presented the award and praised the 
group, “They can be very proud of their achievement because they are using sport to 
make a real difference to children’s lives”. In the other categories John Kahindi 
(National Youth Centre) won the outstanding Achievement Award for managing to 
balance a number of different sports outreach commitments and Farai Bobo won the 
Volunteer of the Year award for demonstrating King’s leadership values in his work. 
Both individuals won mp3 players. It was a thrill to be able to reward volunteers that 

give their time and energy to developing children because their work often goes unrecognized.  
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As our work in Botswana expands there is an increasing need to involve more 
people. As of July Bontsi Morewane joined the King’s Foundation Botswana 
team by becoming the King’s Camps International Coordinator. 
King’s Camps International is the income generating side of The King’s 
Foundation for our outreach work. To prepare for her new role of overseeing 
our King’s Camps initiative in Botswana Bontsi travelled to the UK. She had 
an additional treat during her training in the UK when she met England Cricket 
captain Michael Vaughan, who showed real interest in the progress of sport in 
Botswana. The recent season of camps for 5-17s has just come to a close, with 
as many as 350 children and young people attending the camps at Northside, 
Westwood and Clifton schools. King’s Camps continue to meet the need for 
organized children’s programmes during Botswana’s long school holidays.  
 

 
The King’s Foundation followed up their National Conference by 

conducting a programme at Dukwi Refugee Camp. The 
King’s outreach team consisted of individuals from Botswana, 
Kenya, Zambia and the UK. Having such a cross cultural team not 
only strengthened our sessions but was a great testimony to the 
children in Dukwi. Dukwi Refugee Camp is comprised of people 
from various countries, backgrounds, faiths etc. and segregation is 
one of various issues facing the community. 
 
The event was the first of its 
kind and was initiated by 
UNHCR and the Botswana 
Red Cross Society. Sessions 
began early each morning 
with leadership training for 
older individuals within the 
camp. Developing local 
leaders is essential if similar 

work is to continue and eventually become sustainable. The training with local Dukwi 
leaders was very well received with about 35 regulars turning up; many are very keen to 
continue training. Daily sports sessions with approximately 300 children from the camp gave 
the “rookie coaches” a chance to put newly learned skills into action and was a great 
opportunity for the King’s Foundation team to encourage the Dukwi children. On the final 
day one of the organizers had been speaking to a father of a boy whom had been on the 
camp. This father was really enthusiastic about the programme because his son had come 
home saying how he had been told by the King’s Foundation team that he must forgive 
others and not hold grudges. As Darius Chiseni (Francistown Coordinator) follows up with 
our new friends in Dukwi over the coming months we expect to have a lasting impact.  
 
 

On 14th July Richard Holmes (King’s Foundation CEO) and six other 
riders embarked on a nine day, 946 mile bicycle journey from Lands 
End, UK to John O’Groats, Scotland. The Nine Day Experience 
was a real challenge but it was well worth it because the group raised 
enough money to purchase two vehicles for our outreach work in 
Botswana. The King’s Foundation is grateful for all the support they 
receive. Financial contributions go a long way in assisting our work in 
Botswana and will allow us to explore opportunities in other developing 
countries in the near future.  
 
The King’s Foundation would like to thank the following groups for their 
ongoing support of our work in Botswana: Francistown Rotary Club, the 
Women’s Institute of Francistown, Creations of Africa, Stenographix, 
Gaborone Rotary Club, Morakeng Butchery, DMSAC of Francistown, 
Supa-Ngwao Museum Centre, Tropica and Maru-a-Pula School.  
 


